CONTEXT: Adverse reactions associated with prick tests are rare but may be present as serious systemic reactions. CASE REPORT: A 38-year-old female nursing technician complained of three episodes of anaphylaxis in one year, all in the workplace. To investigate latex allergy, the patient underwent the prick test with latex, and immediately developed a rash, itchy skin, hoarseness, dyspnea and dry cough. Her condition improved promptly after appropriate measures were established for controlling her anaphylaxis. CONCLUSION: The skin test must be performed under medical supervision, since complications that can lead to life-threatening reactions, if support measures are not readily implemented, have been attributed to this test.
INTRODUCTION
Anaphylaxis is a well-recognized clinical syndrome caused by the pharmacological activity of mediators that are released after activation of mast cells and basophils through contact with an antigen. It is a serious systemic reaction with an acute onset and it is potentially fatal. 1 Specialists need to be able to recognize and treat this syndrome and to be aware of both the unpredictability of its onset and the potential for severe outcomes through its evolution.
The specific diagnostic and/or therapeutic activities of immunological allergy outpatient clinics, such as administration of allergen-specific immunotherapy, challenge tests and skin tests for immediate hypersensitivity to allergens, may lead to appearance of systemic allergic reactions that can be serious and even fatal. The incidence of systemic reactions to skin tests for immediate hypersensitivity is small, and the test is considered safe. Nonetheless, the possibility of systemic reactions should not be underestimated, especially in relation to extracts of Hymenoptera venoms and medications. 2 In clinical practice, investigations on sensitivity are conducted initially through in vitro sensitization tests or skin prick tests. Both of these methods are considered safe. In in vitro tests, intercurrences are very rare and, when they do occur, they are due to complications during blood collection. Reactions relating to prick tests are also rare and may be due to the procedure itself (puncture wounds) or to serious reactions that might be triggered because of exposure to the allergen. 3 Occupational anaphylaxis has become more prominent through recognition that this serious condition may occur in occupational contexts. Among the occupational agents, latex has gained prominence over recent years, especially among healthcare professionals, because of the severity of the reactions 4 . This paper aimed to describe a case of anaphylaxis triggered by a prick test with latex extract, in a patient with occupational anaphylaxis. Until now, no case of anaphylaxis during a skin test with latex extract had been reported in Brazil. The patient was evaluated in the context of another major study that was ongoing, and signed a free and informed consent statement for that study, which had been approved by the institution's ethics committee, under the number 0538/10 on September 22, 2010.
CASE REPORT

DISCUSSION
Immediate skin prick tests are a useful tool for assessing IgEmediated sensitization, to make an etiological diagnosis for allergic manifestations of Gell and Coombs type I reactions.
They have been performed within the clinical practice of allergist physicians for many years and are considered extremely safe.
In 1987, Lockey et al. 3 In clinical practice, the first safety measure that should be established is removal of the causal agent, which in this case meant replacement of latex with latex-free products. In addition, specific allergen immunotherapy should be implemented, but this is not available in Brazil.
We reviewed the literature in MEDLINE, PubMed and LILACS using the English-language keywords "latex hypersensitivity", "diagnostic test" and "anaphylaxis"; the Portuguese keywords "hipersensibilidade ao latex", "teste diagnóstico" and "anafilaxia"; and the Spanish keywords "hipersensibilidad al látex", "prueba de diagnóstico" and "anafilaxia". We did not find any case report describing an anaphylaxis reaction during a skin prick test with latex ( Table 1) . 
